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Continuing the Conversation on
Cultural Taxation

Exploring Cultural Taxation for Tenure Line Faculty
Through Emblematic Campuses:
Median Student to Tenure Line Faculty Ratio of all Campuses

Cultural taxation, first defined by Amado Padilla in 1994, is the burden placed
on ethnic minority faculty in carrying out their responsibility for service to the
university. As Sacramento State Professor Cecil Canton says in an article for
the California Faculty Magazine, “the obligation to show good citizenship
towards the institution by serving its needs for ethnic representation on
committees, or to demonstrate knowledge and commitment to a cultural group,
which, though it may bring accolades to the institution, is not usually rewarded
by the institution on whose behalf the service was performed.”

Student to Faculty Ratio by Race/Ethnicity, Fall 2018
(All Faculty)

Race/Ethnicity of Faculty
• Systemwide, faculty identify
as:
• 14% Asian/Pacific Islander
• 5% Black
• 11% Latino/a/x
• 1% Native American
• 1% Two or more
• 7% Unknown
• 60% White
• Cal State Los Angeles has the
smallest percentage of faculty
who identify as white, at 40%,
while Maritime and San Luis
Obispo has the largest, at
almost 80%.
• Data for each campus is
available at calfac.org/faculty

Sources: CSU PIMS Data, December 2018 and CSU Analytic Studies

• Overall, there are 16.6 faculty per student (by headcount) in the CSU.
• The ratio of Native American students to Native American faculty is the
lowest; this is due to small numbers in both groups.
• The ratio of Latino/a/x students to Latino/a/x faculty is the highest, at 64.0
students per faculty.

Digging Deeper for Tenure Line Faculty
In the next set of data, shown to the right, we expand on this conversation with
a closer look at the data for tenure line faculty and students. Each of these data
points shown is the median student to tenure line faculty ratio of all campuses
for each race/ethnicity.

Find This Poster and Data for Each Campus at: calfac.org/faculty

